
SIERRA CLUB ENERGY RESOURCES POLICY

8. Forest Biomass

The Sierra Club opposes the unsustainable exploitation of forest ecosystems. Typical practices use waste wood from
harvest operations to run semi-portable milling equipment, undermining efforts to restrict forest cutting in remote,
pristine and fragile areas. The use of forest residues from logging or forest fires is widely proposed as a source of
renewable energy with limited or no net greenhouse gas emissions. However, there is little likelihood that the current
energy resource provided by forest biomass can be increased sustainably. The Sierra Club opposes biomass energy
projects that use federal lands as a source of supply.

The Sierra Club supports efforts to protect communities from wildfires and restore natural fire cycles. Removal of
small-diameter hazardous fuels around forested communities where the natural fire cycle has been suppressed may
contribute to restoration, and some local biomass-to energy projects may be acceptable under strictly controlled
conditions. But generally, the use of this material as biomass for commercial energy production creates demand for
the byproducts of poor forest management and logging practices, and increases the pressure to disturb wild forest
ecosystems. Sierra Club entities may support small-scale forest biomass-to-energy projects on non-federal lands
where they are carefully monitored and designed as part of a sustainable system similar to that required for Forest
Stewardship Council certification.

9. Incineration of Municipal Solid Waste
The Sierra Club strongly opposes combustion of municipal solid waste. It has proven impossible for industry to
develop a combustion process, even with a large biomass proportion, that does not produce unacceptable toxic and
hazardous air emissions. Combustion of biomass or wood waste even with a dedicated acceptable fuel supply is
problematic because economic pressures on plant operators may cause them to accept solid waste when the
intended fuel is in short supply.

10. Landfill Gas to Energy Facilities
The Sierra Club opposes establishment of new Landfill Gas to Energy (LFGTE) facilities, and conversion of existing
facilities to LFGTE technology, except at facilities that have completed the process of separating all organic materials
from the waste stream going to the landfill, permanently covered the cells being used to generate methane, and
adopted best management practices to minimize methane generation inside the covered cells. The Sierra Club finds
that LFGTE facilities operated under current practices very likely are net contributors to greenhouse gas emissions.

VIII. Direction to Sierra Club Entities on Implementation of this Policy
All actions and statements by Sierra Club entities with regard to energy policy and facilities shall be in furtherance of
and consistent with this policy. Additional guidance can be found in the Energy and Economics Policy, the Energy
Facility Siting Policy, and the One-Club Policy, as well as in various energy guidelines and advisories. This policy
takes precedence over any earlier energy policies, guidelines, advisories or positions. It does not change jurisdictions
for establishing positions as set forth in the Policy on Policies.
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