
Email Cover to Letter

Town Administrator Rose, Mayor Fowler and Pineville Town Council,

Some reports in the local media regarding the proposed ReVenture development have not accurately portrayed the
position of the Central Piedmont Sierra Club Group on this project. In light of this, I would like to clarify our position
and provide you with additional information to address some of the complex issues related to the proposed solid
waste incinerator (see attached).

You have recently been provided with information about a proposed revision to the Mecklenburg County 10-year
Solid Waste Plan which would include the burning of our municipal solid waste and compostable materials (yard
waste). It is our understanding that you have voted and approved this addition to the policy. We believe that such a
decision is premature and that you should have been provided a detailed economic analysis and a potential public
health and environmental impact analysis to aid you in your decision. We would hope that you will request this
information in order to confirm or reverse your decision.

We are concerned that the waste incinerator has received endorsement despite the fact that specific details
regarding the air emissions profile and other environmental impacts from the proposed waste incinerator have not
been publicly disclosed. Given that the developer has announced that they are considering a new technology for
incineration, we believe the prudent course of action is to delay any additional actions supporting the project until
additional information is available from the developer. We have made this request to County Manager Jones and the
Mecklenburg County Commissioners. We would urge you to do the same until such time as this information is
available.

We also believe that a major decision to change our waste management policy and to build a waste incinerator on
the banks of the endangered Catawba River, and in a Nonattainment Air Quality Area, deserves thorough review and
analysis by many departments within County staff. We are pleased that Mecklenburg Solid Waste Management
Advisory Board is forming a ReVenture Council to look more closely at this complicated proposal. We have
requested that County Manager Jones and the Mecklenburg County Commissioners have other appropriate
departments perform a similar analysis using data that goes beyond that provided from the developer alone to
ensure an independent, unbiased analysis.

We further believe that given the magnitude of the economic costs of this policy and project, the potential for adverse
impact on public health and the environmental issues related to air, soil and water quality and climate change, we
believe that the public deserves the right to provide input. We have requested that County Manager Jones and the
Mecklenburg County Commissioners allow for public hearings on these issues before they take any additional action
supporting the project. We would urge you to make the same request so that the citizens of Pineville have input into
this decision.

We would welcome the opportunity to work with you and/or any of the Pineville staff and to provide additional
information.

Thank you for all that you do to preserve and protect our environment and to make our Pineville cleaner, greener and
more sustainable.

Please feel free to contact me at any time.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Rethink...

Bill
Bill Gupton
Chair
Central Piedmont Group of the NC Chapter of the Sierra Club
Incinerator Free Mecklenburg
Representing 2,300 members in Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly & Union counties
704-367-0068
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August 31, 2010

Town Administrator Rose, Mayor Fowler and Pineville Town Council,

We would like to make sure that all are clear on the position of the Central Piedmont Sierra Club Group regarding the

proposed ReVenture Park development.

We are not opposed to the ReVenture Park development. In fact, we have spoken publicly in support of several

aspects of the proposed development and will continue to do so. There are also several proposed elements that

sound very promising and, given additional information, we will probably be able to support. Where we disagree with

the ReVenture team is the proposed burning of our municipal solid waste and compostable materials (i.e. yard

waste) as a solution for our waste management challenges. After extensive review and consultation, we are

confident that the economic, environmental and public health data shows that a gasification incinerator is not in the

best interest of our community.

The following materials clearly present our position on various aspects of the ReVenture Park development and can

provide you referenced documentation on the various issues:

 Press Release on ReVenture Park and Launch of “Incinerator Free Mecklenburg”

http://charlottesierraclub.org/2010/07/21/press-release-on-reventure-park/

 Central Piedmont Sierra Club Announces Position on ReVenture

http://charlottesierraclub.org/2010/07/21/central-piedmont-sierra-club-announces-postion-on-reventure/

 Central Piedmont Sierra Club Presentation - “The Hidden Cost$ of Burning Our Waste”

http://charlottesierraclub.org/2010/08/03/july-meeting-program-the-hidden-cost-of-burning-our-waste/

We are also concerned that many important details of the ReVenture plan are not yet available and that letters of

support, tentative binding agreements and other critical decisions were made without full economic impact and

analysis, full consideration of environmental, health and community impact, and without public input into the decision

making process and exploration of alternative strategies for utilizing our “waste”.



The following documents can provide you and the Town of Pineville staff members with strong evidence that careful

deliberation and analysis is required before any further action should be taken in support of an incineration option for

our waste. We urge their careful review and consideration.

 An Industry Blowing Smoke: 10 reasons why gasification, pyrolysis & plasma incineration are not
“green solutions”

http://www.no-burn.org/downloads/BlowingSmokeReport.pdf

 Waste Gasification: Impacts on the Environment and Public Health

http://www.bredl.org/pdf/wastegasification.pdf

 Incinerator: Myths vs. Facts

http://www.no-burn.org/downloads/GAIA%20Incinerator%20Myths%20vs%20Facts.pdf

 Gasification, Pyrolysis & Plasma Incineration

http://www.no-burn.org/downloads/Gasification,%20Pyrolysis,%20and%20Plasma%20Incineration.pdf

Making a major, long-term change in our waste management policy is one that deserves critical review and public

discussion prior to making these changes. That is why we have formed a citizen’s action committee, Incinerator Free

Mecklenburg, to bring these issues before the general public and to call for no further commitment to this project until

Mecklenburg County and the Town of Pineville have completed their analysis and you have received feedback on the

proposed project at one or more public hearings.

Thank you for your dedication and many efforts on behalf of the citizens of the Pineville. We would welcome the

opportunity to work together in solving this and other issues to make our county a more sustainable and viable

community.

If I can answer any questions or provide any additional information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Bill

Bill Gupton
Chair
Central Piedmont Group of the NC Chapter of the Sierra Club
Incinerator Free Mecklenburg
Representing 2,300 members in Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly
& Union counties
704-367-0068


